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THE FATE OF THE OVERSTEELT BiLl,

There has been a good deal of mis
understanding about what was known
as the Overstroet Bill, which was passed
as a rider on the deficiency bill by both

of which

n

Houses of Congress, co
were given out at the Document Room
at the Capitol as an act, upon the sup-
position that it had become a law. The
bill was one which declared that a
pension granted became a vested right,
and could not be taken away from re-
cipient without a 50 days’ notice and
due trial of charges made.

We publish the following letter from
the author of the bill, explaining how
it bappened that the measure, which
was supposed to be at ove time safely
pa.:‘EEl], in the end fuiled.

Replying to your favor of the 25th inst.,
I beg to inform von that the bill introduced
in Congress by myself, to which you refer,
did not beeome a lnw.  While it passed hoth
Houses, vet—just as the last of the session,
before it had gone to the President—it was
recalied hy the Senate, and in the rush of
business at the close of the session, it failed
to become a law.,

Yours respectfully, JessE OVERSTEEET.

— a——

Tt was at first reported that Admiral
Dewey was anxious to return home in
time to attend the G.A.R. National En-
Thiz was
delightful news for the comrades,. Now
thiat he will make the return

campment at Philadel phis

the news is
voyage very leizurely, and take four
months time. This would bring him
too late for the National Encampment.
It is earnestly hoped that he will adhere
to his original resolution, and be present
with the comrades at the J3d National

Enc

oy

pment.

Tue best proof that things are pro-
gressing satisfactorily in the Philippines
is that Admiral Dewey iz coming home.
If there were the slightest oceasion for
It
will be remembered that he refused the
detail for a pleasant
Journey to Paris to meet the Peace Com-

bkis remauining le would remain.
Government’s
mission, Lecause he felt that he was

needed at Lis post of '.l'.\‘,}‘-
e i

Tur Department of Maryland, Sons
of Veterans, which ineludes the Dirtriet
of Colu 1 tates of Dela-
ware, Marvland, Vir
and South
nual Enc

o

the

JiL Onf

IR
i

1, and ..\—UTI]';
Cnroling, holds its 13th an-

npment in Maccabees Hall

in this city vext Monday. It promises
ta be al !

Comrades o

irpe itable gathering.

LA

and prof

the GLAIL are cordi

We

invited to attend, and it iz hored tha

they wiil do 20 in great numbers,

CLAY EVANS,
Upon the inauguration of Maj. Me-

Kinley as Tresident of the l.'nitedl
|

States, Henry Clay Fvans sought and

seenred the appointment of Commis-

{sioner of Pensions.  Whatever his ideas|

[ may have been upon takine the oflice,

s thase of the veterans of the country :uulI Lim from 812 to €15 in order to get &6

| their friends as to his course and duty
[ were quite elear and strong.  For four
|

ears the ecountry had rung with de-|

| nunciations of the eruelty and injustice
1 . . - 3
[of the administration of his predeces-
{sor, Wm. Lochren. The papers had
|at every gathering of veterans it had

. A, |
been severely attacked ; the .\;1lwn:1||

‘_l-:m-um!-m-.-nta of the Grand Army of

the Republic had pronounced dignified |

. -2 |
but exceo:lmgl\' earnest remonstrances

(against it, and  during the eampaizn | ontinues, though under the old law it /!

| _' ,
which had resulted in Maj. MecKinley's
election, every stump had been a ros-|

| trum for vehiement econdemnation of it
]

| ['lie=e factz were ns well-known to Mr.

Fvans as to any other citizen of the
country, andl the niere acceptance of the |
dee tol

[
|
[ place by him wes a distinet ple
! remedy the evils which had formed sa
large a part of the issues of the cam-
paizn. It was o ease of false prefensoe |
on his part—an ecgregions confidence
game—for not only has he not remedied
substantially one of these evils, but hie
| has aggravated and intensified most of
them, It is clear now that he never
had the slizhtest intention of making)
the reforms which the people demanded
by their votes in 1896, and that he took
the office with the intention of defeating
their clearly-expressed will.

So much for the general charge, Now
for the specifications which support it:

Ist Specifiention—There had been
universal complaint of the Boards of
Examining Surgeons as constituted by
Mr. Lochren. These had been revo-
lutionized by him. Prior to his entrance
they had been non-partizan, and largely

constituted of ex-Surgeons of the army |
=10
who had experience with th2 veterans

and knowledge of and sympathy \\'ithl
made the |

their ailments. Lochren
Boards strietly partisan, and made them
up of young fledgling graduates, to whom
the income was a great inducement. |

Mr. Evanz made many flourizhing an- |

nouncements, and in some instances ap-|
Joards, but in the main /|

1
The pretense that these are

pointed new

the Bonrds continue as formed by

Lochren.
under the protection of the Civil Serviee |
hes been thoroughly exposed in 1!.-.-,-e!

columns.  But it is only fair to say that

these Boards have treated the veterans)
a great deal better than Mr. Fvans has, |
and a large part of his baleful work has
heen that of cutting in two the af]m\'-:
ances they have made the veterans, or|
in rejecting them altogether. Even the|
Lochren Boards have been entirely too
liberal to suit him.

2d Speeification.—In response to the
complaints of the veterans Congress|
passed the actof March 6, 1896, to stop
Lochren’s jugeling claimants under the
act of June 27, 1890, out of the arrears
accruing between the filing of the claims
and their allowanee. Lochren treated
this law as a dead letter, and Evans has
continued Lis practica,

3d Specification—The per centage of
Evans

rejections under equals that

under Lochren, and thie at a time
[ when the execution of the laws should
‘ still io

|:-.-!'.':mf.‘i::-' years of the wvelerans, thel

L liberal, owing the

&

more

intensifieation of their diss

=1

bilities, amd

conzequent greater urgeney of  theis

| needs,

| 4th Speeific tion.—Jle hds retained|
|

}m-w-.m-l iimm, and ig guided by, the sam=

should give cur sons all the encourare-

went we onn, and show every intercst | 1inZ in the Pension Durean which di-
’ rected Lochren’s poliey. He hLas ad-|
— = = vaneed and promoted them, while re- |
Trrne is o fine 't of a big ducing or refusing promotisn to cl rhs!
trade with Cling in Indinn eorn.  The lund offieials who were known to be in
Chincse take to muize more readily th of execuling the vs according
wheat, I wnturally, for the bolk of | to their spirit and purpurt. One oi
their Lt n a sort of millet,| these, the chief exceutioner under!
which ta the mui It | Lochren—a resident of thie District of
is a1 ke o 1l that they are!Columbin,—he Las a ced to the
wl rici r Ouly those in the I!u-‘::ilu:l viiere he has the Iast TS
wod of th st cat ries, [on all ecases under the aot of June
maize, but it isof a poor|27, 1800, and can suppress any in-
! the yield scauty, ‘The|clination to liberality on the part of
price of Aaneriean maize ranges from 65 | those who bhave previously pagsed on

b 80 o4 wld, and =0 far the s 1y !'\' . the elaims
ia not cqual to the demand,  Maize ean| Sth  Speeifieafinn, — Commissioner|
be =ent from San Franeieeo to Chaloo at [ Raum’s GOrder 164 placed dizabilities |
from £4 to £11 a ton, and it is esti- | under the gct of June 27 on the same|
I at it o laid down in China | plane with those erising under the old
ita cost pot execeding £1.10, “Mexiean” [ law, and gave corres; ing allow-
silver, or cente zold, a bushel,  If anees, Lockren’s Order 225 and the
there is o cirent of shipments started |decision in the Bennett Cuse, revoked |
in that direction, the cost will be g atly | all this, and gave a mueh narrower and

reduecd, und

U

ve 4 bandsome profit for

shippers.

harsher interpretation to  the law

|Order 164 still stands revoled, and|

| zive him from

‘uf' forefinger and thumb was pension-

| advice

t others lie is

THE INDICTMENT AGAINST HENRY| QOrder 225 is still in force, in spite of

the appeal of the National Encamp-
ment, G.A.R., at Cincinnati. As!
illustrations of thiz, a claimant has to ‘
prove to-day disabilities which would :
£24 to £30 under the |
old law, in order to get $8 or 810 under |
the act of June

L7 il
iy

ind enough to give i
%
the minimum rate. The loss of the|
sight of one eye was peusioned by

|
Black under the old lawat $12. Laum |

fixed the rate at 28 under the act of |

217

June TLochren took the rating|

away, and Evans does the snme. The loss

it = zlvy  nesniled " g Sy = =
'T::"-ﬂumu"lf assailed Lochrens poliey:| of an eye is pensioned under the old

Iaw at $17.

Act of June
to &8, and I
Raum gave 88 for deafness in one ear.

Raum gave $12 under the |

9 1rd

Lochren reduced it

vans continues the rate. |

Lochren took this away, and Evans

is pensioned at $10. Scurvy :'e:uIting|
in Inss of teeth was pensioned by Raum
at from £06 to 812, Lochren took this |
away, and Evans dues the same. Loss
able under Raam at from $6 to S12.
Fvans.

Nothing under Lochren and '

Raum gave pensions for los= of toes,
which erippled a man in  walking.
We
might o on indefinitely reciting illus-
of the
Lochren which are maintained in their

Lochiren and Evans give nothing.

trations harsher rolings of
fullness by Evans,

Gl Spectfication.—Locliren  denied
pensions to widows who iad an income
equal to or exeeeding $U6 a year
Evans continues this denial.

7th Speeification.—The treatment of
evidence in support of claims is eruelly
unjust. The sworn testimony of reputa-
ble
family doctors of elaimauts for a term
of years, and have absolute profes

sional knowledge of the existence of

physicians  who have been the

rheumatism, heart disease, ruptures

and similar ailments sufficient to entirely | 1. Lore and wives him a cow, which is]

|
abor is
The findings of |

dizable a man for manual 1
treated with eontempt.
the duly qualified Doards of I'Is:zmin-l

ing Surgeons fare little, if any, better. |

"

I'heir recommendations are disregarded,
and their ratings arbitrarily reduced, |
sometimes one-half, sometimes more.

Every one of these allegations ean he

abundantly supported by irrefragable
In light it

viewed it is seen that the present (‘am-

evidence, whatever 1=

missioner is not a fit man for the place, |

Evans must go.

THOROUGHLY ALAIIMIT.
Commissioner Fvans iz thorouehly

tlarmed, as he has every reason to be,
over the action that the Diepartment|
I
cartain to take,
of Tur

and epeak ont

tneampments of the GLALLL are almost
If these follow
Narovan Trieuse,

the feclines of

the

the
veterang, they will make a manifesta
tion that President MeKinley cannot
help heeding, and Fvans's fall is certain,
He understands this, and has been send-
ing men and letters to the various De-

partments to endeaver io forestall any |
action against him. Last week men and

letters were #ent to Illineis, New York, !
and Wisconsin, with earnest appeals lu-!
well-known and influential comrades to

do their utmost to save Evans from
censure, He is pulling every string
that he can.  Those whe have palitical
aspirations he is trying to esjole with
promises to n=e his erent influence with

‘l-l'}

itations

thie Administration in their hehalf,

makine misrey

hat he iz

for the veterans,

W really aceomplishine

We do net think that

as to
all this will avail anything,  The feeling |
everywhere aguinst Evans is too deep-
to be overcome, or
To

s of political assistanee

ed and gt

those who know

liim,

He Loz little influenece

are valueless

with the Administration, and needs all
; : . I

e haz to refain Lis present place,

Furthermore, one of his besetting sins

I

ady to foreat those

is pulitical ingratitude. hns always

e who have

I

HE LG0T

ciped him politically.

If the great Depnrtments of New

.

(A

{

7
)

eteran

[5i Klegg ond  Lia chom Shorty, both

of the 200th Ind., at Chicknmnnga engage in | iF we coulil telegraph they wouliln't pay any | guerrillng  in
pture « rebel [attention to mere reports of having seen | ordered back by Si.

fierve battle.  Siand Shorty «
flag, bat both fall in the melee.  Thev are
taken ofl’ the el i bad condition. Deacon
Klege hears abont it and jonrness to the
wsnital.  He fuils to be able to buy some
chickens for 5i's broth «n acrount of the
owner's fear of taking 1. 8. money. Sohe
midds lis roost in the darkness, drops a S5
bill at the feet of the owner, and dashes
away in time o eseape capturs the
Johnnies. e makes asavory dish for Siamd
Shorty.  Poraging again be surprises and
capinres o team l‘ulil’:lilliln;: prov 1510ns pre-
pared for the men in a rebel eamp by the
same people from whom he got the chickens.
Being econscientious, he tries to seturn the
cam later.  Rebel arfillery frightens the
horse, which demolishes the wagon. A com-
pany of Union cavalry relieves the Deacon of

Ly

smellin® aronnd for sockers. 1 told him to
let our boys alone, or 1'd snap his neck off
short. (Gireat .Jehosephat., bnt 1 wanted n
chance to git up town, aud give 2ome o’ them
colif-deckers n whirl,”

CWell,” said Condnetor Madden, aiter
some deliberation, I Lelieve what you boys
23y, You're not the kind to get rattled, and
make rebels out of cedar-bushes, All the
same, there’s nothing to do but go ahead.
My orders were to take this train throngh to
Chattunonga"ns quick as I conld. 1 can't
stap on a suspicion. ™

“* No, intlesdl,”” assented Si and Shorty.
| “There’s no place tn telegmph from fill
| we get to Bridgeport, on the Tennessee, and

| relweis at a distanece.  They want something
more substantind than that "’

POF conrse they do, and very properly,”
said =i, 1S vonr engineer all right 2"

Abrabam Lincoln himself;” responded the
comduretor.

“Well, T believe onr hoys "s all right.
They re green, and they're friskier thin colts
in a clover field, but thev're all good stafl
amd T believe we kin stand off any ondinary
gang o' guerrillas, 'l ehanee it, anyhow,
This's n wighty valoahle train to risk, but it
ought to go throngh, for we don’t know how
badly they mny need it. You tell your

engineer to go ahead carefolly, and give
two long
ln[:mgrrmﬁ. i

whistles, if be sccs anything

SAWe Saor . Wa

imed a8 Gen. Rosecrnns’s. The Generul
recornizes Mro Klege mud consents to Jet 5i
and Shorty go home with him, which they
do.  Shorty gets a letter from a sweetheart
he has never seen,  The letter i3 read before
the fanily, and makes Shorty so ashamed
that he leaves secretly to return to his regi-
ment, anid wakes up at Jeffersonville, Ind.
Alter recovery the partners start to the front
with a syund of buy recrnits,

The Boys Have a Little Initiatory Skicmish

With the Guerrillas,

The train passed Shelhyville in the conpse
of the aiternoon, and halted on @ switeh,
Tired of reading, Si was standing ot the
door of the car, lookinz ont over the coun-
try, and trving to ideatify places they liad
fassed or camped at durine the campaym of
previous  Sumimer.  Suddenly

his far-
ves beeame lixed on the intervals in
« on the Girthest hill-tap.  Withiont

4 Tieswd, Le enlled Shor

turning hi

which mnde that worthy los

hig inevitable pack of carids, and spring to
Iiis Without spenking, Sipointed to
the sky-line of the eminence, against which
moving lienres sketehed tliemselves

“*Guerrillas,' saud Shorty,

Si nodded affirmatively.,

“skeetin’ aerost  the eonntry, to jump
this train, or come ather ." conlinued .‘4|'.ur1:.'.

s one, most likely," answered Si.

M Yex M
ing glanes
hills, “and’ll aim at strikin® us ot some
bridee or  deep cut about 10 miles from
here, ™

* Where wa'll probably
after dark, ™ ussented Si.

“Yes, Let’s talk to the condnetor and
engineer.’’

The trmin had started in the meanwhile,
tint presently the conductor eame

shfe

git somctime

the entouse,
severcly wonnded 28 to neeessitate his dis-
clinfge ny ineapable of inrther field service.

v, ina tone |
all interest in !

aeconded Shorty, with an estimat- |
t the direction of the mnge of |

ack into |
Hie had keen a0 soldier, bt so |

s Tnar A Ricor?”

“TN go amd git onio the engine with
him, " saud Shorty.

" Wait a little,'” said 8. **We'll get the
boys together, issue 'em eatridges, and give
“em o dittle preparation for a fight, if we're
to have one.”

The sun had gone down, and the night was
at hand.  The trin bad stopped to take on
a supply of wood from a pile by the road-
side.  Some of the boys were helping piteh
the heavy sticks onto the engine, the rest
wereskylarking along the tops 27 the ears,
in the irrepressible exuberance of animal
spirits of boys who had had plenty to eat,
and  were withont a eare in the world.
Horry Joslyn had been giving exhibitions
of standine on his head on the ronning-
board.  Gid Mackail had eonverted a piece
of rope he hod picked up isto a lasso, and
Was trying to imitnle the feats he had sesr
performed at the Just cirens,  Monty Seruggs,
the invipient lawyer, who wns prouid of his
eloentionary talents, had voeciferuted at the

wipds they were pnssing ** Riensi’s Address
to the Romane® *“The Last Sigh of the

AMoor, ™ Absalom, ™ **The Battle of Witer-
oo, and similar staples of Friday afterncon
recitntions, Al Russell, the embrvonic
dottor, who sang a fine tenor, was rendering
“Laly Dale”™ with mach impre ent, and
Tittle Kitlmore was “skipping ' the

IPete S5
it hill-stones over an adiacent pond.

o Mention ! shouted 8L

There was something <o different in the
tone from that i which 53 had Leforespoken,
that it wrrested the atiention of every oue of
tiem instantly.

it vour gung and fall in two ranks on

that sod, there, at onee,”” commanded Si; in
(uick, cort accents.
u impaipable sometliing in the tones and
words stilled eversbody into seriousness,
This was deepened by the look they saw on
Si's face.

They suatched up their guns and hurried
into line on the spot indicated, looking into
enel other's countenances and into thot of
Si's for an explanation of what was up.

“ 1 hardly think ther’s any donger,”
said Condnctor Madden,  *'Fhings "ve Leen |

very quiet this sille the Tennessee Niver featrid
ever sinee last October, when Crook, Wilder |

and Minty belted the life out of old Joe
Wheeler down there nt Farmington and
Boidcorsville.  Ounr ewsicy gave theirs an
awfiul mauling
Cpomel to esenpe aer
1y well sitistie
s i of Tem were drowned

o=5 1he river lave soemed
to stay ‘on that side, A

S5 mint trying to
= aetost the river. Oor elvalry’s  been
patrolling the countey ever sinee, !;. hinsn't

1k | TR, =till, it is
that some sy i monaged . to

to estely o L.
oun find Tem.™

fy s

Giuerrillas are always
.

where 3

*Wll, T'H bet Liat=full o red "1T‘h!'"‘--1

il &1, *that them wsonerrillas that we
iw, il they re mal or this trnin. The |
reiels in Nushville gome how got inform- |

| tion to fen: about it
“Them's pue titlng affirmed F};.'.;f_"‘
Heure’s the right bower takes the leil.

None o' onr eavsiry’s st amound over
thie hill-tog Then, I made ont some white

horses, wlich onr eavalre don®t have,  It's
Just s Si them Alvitle spies s pat
th rebiel ovad ey ot H

e e eowint denthi-desery-

., broke

e el in N out
netor Maodden, toirent of ouths

b thot wearscitizen’

clo ny on sight, amd

Nisali They don't do fringe bt

lay sronmil and take th

wiutell ¢very move we make like o eat does o

> . . i il
York, Dennsylvania, Obio, Michizan, |lin You eun’t diaw o rution of handitack
Lut they hnow it, and thes ‘e lnoking down

ITlinois, Wisconsin, lowa, Indiana, and
South Dakota follow the example of
Misouri and Kan:as, and gpeak ont
unmistakably, lis doom is cerlain,  This
diz will Le finished
up at onee, and all that will be left for |

enble business

the National Eneampment at Philadel-
[Jhi:l to do will be to thank the Presi-
dent for listening to the just compluints
of the comrades,

Evans must go.

) o B0 |
WaiLe the resolutions passed by the
ew Hampshire Encampment are very
temperate, their meaning
takable, and they are

ur

L%

5 unmis- |

a severe indiel-

l

ment of the maladministration of Com-
missioner Evous,

your throat while rou're eating it. ~Th ¥

haint got the grvel i their cmaws ta oo
out and tight themselves, and yet thev've
cost us a hundred times a3 many lives as il
they bad,  Why does the General allow them
Lo siny there? He 1]".!]1{ to ordes rocks Lied

aol every bluated one of em, and
berland  River, amd
then pour turpentine on the infermal old
towsn, and touch a maleh to it That's what
I'd do i 1 Lad iy way. There's more Lirin-
stotie trouble to the aeie in Nashiville than in
any town on the foolstool, not barring even

uvht!. E

wghville certainly is fongh," sighed
Shorty.  *“*Specially in gnmbicrs.  Worst
tist-lworn erowild that ever fumbled a deck o

skinned a greeny ont o' the last cent o' his!

bonnty, Hoay, Si, do you rémenber that
ti=horny that 1 cleaned out o' Lis whols
pile down there at Murfreeshoro, with them
canids that P'd elipped with o pair o' scissors,
so's I'd Know ‘em by the li_\.-L end he never
ketehied on till bis lost shinplaster was gone,
and then I throwed the pack in the fire?

and them that were lucky |

wrass a blind-fond somewhere, and in |

Cun- |

“ Mackall and Joslyn,'? enlled Shorty [rom
the ear, *come here aud take this Loz of

* Now, " snid 8i, ns they did this, *'Joslyn,
tyon and Mackall issue those to the hoys
[ One of vou walk down in front, and the
lother behind, and give each man two pack-
nges of eutridpes,  Yon 'I.-u_"-s open the | k
| ages, and put the eatridges in your eatridge-
| hoxes, bollet-end up, and the eaps in yomr
| eay-1

noxes

followed his directions will
nervous engerness, inspived by his wordsand
il then fixed their anxious g
mpon him for forther impartment.
=i walked down in front, in the rear of the
| line, superintending the eperation.
| **Now, Lovs," said Si, taking his place in
:Isu:n and fucing them, **you've bin tlkin’
ahont enerrillas ever sinee we erossed the
Ohin, but now there's a prospect o in?
I hadn't expected to €eo any till nfie
ln e'd reached Chsttanoogy, but guerrilins’s
pever whess yon expect Ten”
“CKnowia” yon was so anxions fo see ‘em,
thev’ve come up the read to meet yon," in-
terjeeted Shorty,

The boys

S

“Uame o< they make ‘em, and loyal ns |

and the troin storted.

It had grown gmte dark, The boya st
silent and anxionsiy expectant on their sents,
clutching their Jonded guns, held stiffly np-
| right, and watching Si's face as well as they
could by the dim light of the single oil lamp.
=i leaned against the side of the door amd
! watched intently,
| Only little Pete Skidmore was nnrepressed
| by the gravity of the situation. Hather, it
szemed to spur his feet, his hands and his
| mouth to nimbler activity. Ile was every-
| where—nt one moment by Si's side in the
| door of the car, at the pext climbing op to
peer out of the window; and then clamber-
{ing to the top of the car, <eping legions of
the bunshes, nuntil sternly
Then he would drop
the butt of his musket on the floar with a
{ ernsh which wonld start every one of the
tant nerves to throbhing. And the questions
| that he nsked:

** Fay, Sergeant, will the guerrillas holler
| before they shoot, or shoot before they
holler® 7

*Sometimes one, and
other,”  rraponded  Si, absently,
quiet, Pete."

Quiet for u minute, and then:

*“Shall we holler before we shoot, or shoot
before we holler? '

“ Neither. Keep perfectly  quiet,
"tendd strictly to your little business.”!

“ I think we ought to holler some, Makes
it livelier. What sort o' guns has the
guerrillas ™

* Every kind—shot-gons, pistols, rifles,
flint-locks, enp-locks—every  kind. Nosw,
you munstn't ask me any more questions.
Don’t Lother me. "’

**Yen, sir; 1 won't”

Quiet for at lesst five seconds,  Then:

“ Have the guerrilias guns that'll shoot
throngh the sides of the ears? ™

* Probably.™

“Then 1'd rather be on top, where I kin
see something.  Kin they shoot throogh the
sides o the tender, and let all the water out,
and stop the engine?"

*“inrs not.””

“Haven't they any real big guns that
will?**

“* Mebhe.

““Kin we plug up the holes, anyway, then,
and start agin ? "

* Probahly. "

““Hain't the engineer gol an iron shisld
that he kin git behind, so they can’t shoot
him?"

*Can't he turn the steam onto 'em, and
scald 'em if they try to git ot him #”’

* What'll happen if they shoot the head-
light out*"

* Why wonldn’t it be a good ides to put a
lot o' ns on the cow-keteher, with fixed
bayonets, and then let the enginesr erack on
a full head o' steam, and run us right into
em?"”

**Great Seo’t, Pete, yon must stop askin®
questions,' smd Si despemtely. “Don't yon
see I'm busy ¥ 7'

Pete was silent for another minnte.
Then he could hold in no longer:

**Sergeant, jest one question more, and
then I'll keep quiet.”

“Well, what is it? "

“If the rehels shoot the hell, won't it
make a noise that they kin hear clear back
at Nushville 2"

The engine suddenly stopped, and gave
two long whistles, Above the screech they
beard shots from Shorty, and the two hoys
with him.

*“Here they are, boys,”’ =aid 8i, springing
ont, and running up the hank. *‘All out,
boya. Come up here and form."”

As he reached the top of the bauk a yell
and a volley came from the other gide of the
creek.”

Shorty joined him at once, bringing the
two boys on the ¢ngine with him.

* We've bin running’ through this deep
ent,” he explained, *‘and jest come out
onto the approach to the bridge, when we see
o little fire away shead, and the headlight

sometimes  the
“ Keep

anil

| showed some men runnin’ down on to the

isink on the other side o the erick. We see
in a moment what was up.  They've jest got
to the road, and started a fire on the bridge
that’s abont o mile ahead. Their game was
to burn that bridge, and when this train

| stopped, burn this one behind us, ketch us,

whip us, and take the train. Weshot at the
mien we see on the bank, but probably didn’t
do 'em no harm. They’re all pilin® down
now to the other bank, to whip us oat and
zit the trnin.  Yon'd better deploy the boys
along the top o' the bank here, and open on
‘em.  We ean't save that bridee, hut we kin
this, and the train, by keepin’ 'em on the
other side o' the crick.  I'll take charge o' the
p'int here with two or three boys, and drive
off any o them that tries to sct fire to the
bridge, and you kin look out for the rest o’ the
line. It's gein' to be long taw work, for yon
se¢ the erick’s purty wide, bnt our guns ’l]
carry further’'n theirs, and if we keep the
boys well in hand, I think we kin stand em
off withont much trouble.”

“Sure,’” said 8i confidently. * Yon watch
the other side o' the bridge, and I'll look out
for the rest.™

The eager boys had already begun firing,
entering into the spirit of the thing with the
zest of o game of town-hall.  Shorty took Gid
Mackall and Harrey Josliyn down to the cover
of some large stones, behind which they could
lie and eommunild the approach to the other
end of the Lridge with their ritles.  Si took
the other boys ani placed them behind roeks
anid stumps along the crest, aud mstructed
them to fire with as good aim as possible at
the flashes from the other side. Ina minate
or two he had a tine skirmish-line in opera-
tion, with the boss firing deliberately and
alsly as veterans. The engineer had

zed the train under the cover of the cat,
and presently be and the condoctor came up

where that worthy was stationed, ** what d’
you think o' tha hoys now? They take to
this like n duck to water. They think it's
more inn than sgnirrel-huntin',  Listen,”
They heard Monty Seruges’s baritone call;
Al did yon see we salt thas feller
bin vellin’ and ens at me over
% He's enssin® now for something else.
hink T got him right where he |
1 wasn’t paving any attention to yon,”
Al fine tenor replied, as his mmmer rang
in his barrel. ¥ I've got husingss o' my own

) continued Si, ““as if they'd
gol news of the train, and slippe il out here !
to take it nway from us,  They may stinek |

Pitat auy minute after we start asin, ;\'n-.-.-.1
we musta’t let Tem zit it 15 (oo vidanhle
| to the Governtient to lase, and too valuahle |
to them to git,
Itell you, Now, I waut yon lo foad vour
Lpuns eaceluliy, handle Tem carefinlly |
after they are loaded, git bavk in the cars, |
skylurkin’, keep very quiet, listen l'nrl
orderd, und when yoa git ‘'em, obey 'em to
the letter—no twore, no Jess”

Lun't we 2o back on top o the ears,
i\\'!:u-nr we kin wateh for ‘em, and git the
{first pop at 'em? " said Harmy Joslyn, ina

pleading tone,

i **No: thail’s too daneorons, and vou'll |
| lose time i gittin® together,”” nnswered Hi
“ You must all come into the cars with me. ™
" gaid Sherty, * let me have a |
m the engine with me.*?

Le' me go," they all seemed |
to shoul at once I:u‘.ﬂ.ihrj up their ii::il\l.‘i, i:l.l
cuper school-boy fhshion,

1 ean't take but two o' you," said Shorty;
“more’d be in the way,"

They all pressed forvanl
That's the enly uir way,” shouted the boys
in the center.

*That's g0, sald Tarey Joslyn,  “Stand
still, till T count. Imry, Ory, Iekery, Ann,
Quevy, Quuvy, Irish Navy, Filleson, Folle-
Nicholas —Buck ! That's me. 'm|

‘& Sergean
eonple t
Yle'n

wi,

* Count m:l.i

Ie mpidly repeaied the magic formula,
and prouounced Gid Mackall “* It

* He didn't count fir ! lie dido’t count
falr! He wever counts fair,”” protested the

1
Well, T seen him down there at the depot. | others: but Si hustled them into the cars, |git him where he was higgest, and make

sure o' him.'
** Well, my man’s beanty's spiled forever,”
said Shorty. “The light flared up on his
face, and 1 let him have it there.™
“ But Linden saw another sight.
When beat the drims at dewd of night,
Commanding fires of death to lignt
The darkness of her scenery,”

recited Monty Scrogga “'Gracions' I'm
hat.™”

*Where? '* asked Si, ronning np to him.

**Through my leg,” answered Monty.

“Kin you walk ?*

1 guess so,

**Well, make your way back to the ears,
and git in and lay down.”

“‘Not muneh,”” answered Monty deter-
minedly. “ It don't hart much, and I'm
going to siay and see this thing ont. I can
tie it up with my handkerchiof

**Seatter again, boys,” Si warned saveral,
who had roshed up: **don’t make too biga
mark for the fellers on the otherside. Go
back and 'tend to your hiziiss. I’ help
him tie op his wound. F'm afeared, though,
that some o’ the boys are runnin’ ont o'
catridges, they have bin shootin® so rapidly.
I want a couple o' you to run back to the'
cars and git another box.""

“Let me and Sandy go,” pleaded little
Pete Skidmore. * The big buys went be-
fore.”” i )

** All right: skip out. Preak the lid o’
the box off hefore vou take it out o' the car.
We haven’t anything here to do it with.
Leare your gnus here,”

“No, we'll take 'em along.”" pleaded
Pete, with a boyish love for hia rifle.  * We
mightn't be able to find "em agin.”

The ficing from the oppesite bank became
fittul, died down, and thea ceased altogether.
Then a conple of shots rang out from far in
the rear, in the direction of the train. This
seemed to ronse the ehels to another volley,
ant then all beennie quiet. The shots in the
rear disturbed 83, who started back to see
what they meant, but met Pete Skidmore
and Sandy Baker coming panting up, carry-
ing & hox of cartridges between them.

*We got back as quick a3 we could,”
Pete explained as he got his hreath.  ** Jusé
as W= was coming to the tmin we see a rebel
who was carrving a fat-pine torch, and mak-
ing for the train to set it on fire. We shot
him, Was that all right 2"

* Perfectly,” said Si. ** Was there any
more with him?"”

“No. We looked around for others, but
conldn’t find none. That's what kept us so
long."

**The Johnniea huve given it up and
gone,” said Shorty, coming np. “*1 went
over to a plic: where 1 counld see 'em
skippin® ont hy the light o' the hurnin’ o’
the other bridge.  We might as well put out
guards here, and go into camp till mornin’.”

*“All right,” assented S5i. We've saved
lrliu'r"lr:lin and bridge, and that’s all we kin

0.

(T3 be eontinued.)

PERSONAL.

The comrades of the Army of the Ten-
nessee have sustained a peculinrly se-
vere loss in the death of Gen. M. F. Force,
Superintendent of the Ohio Soldiers’
Home at Sandusky, where he died May
8. Gen. Force was the son of Peter Foree,
for many years Lilirarian of Congress, and
well-known to the educated people of the
country. Gen. Foree was born in Wash-
ington in 1824, and graduated from Har-
vard in 1843. He was practicing law in
Cincinnati when the rebellion broke out,
and entered the 20th Ohjo, where he be-
came a Major. He was an execellent
officer, and highly beloved by all his men.
He became Colonel of his regiment, and
commanded it until he gas promoted to
Brigadier-General, Aug. 11, 1833, for gal-
lant serviee at Vicksburg. He took part
in all the campaigns of the Army of the
Tennessee, from Shiloh (o the Grand Re-
view, and was brevetted Major-General
for special gallantry before Atlanta, where
he was terribly wounded. e returned to
the practice of law in Cincinnati after the
war, and scrved 10 years on the beneh in
Hamilton County. He was forcible
writer on legal and military topiecs. In
1858 he was clected Superintendent of the
Soldiers’ Home, and continued in that
position until his death. His wile is now
dangerously ill with a cancer, and her
death is expected at any time. Goen.
Force was brother-in-law 0 Gen. John
Puope.

Maj. F. W. Coleman, who entered the
151st N. Y. as a Second Licutenant, and
became a Captain and a Brevet Major—
receiving two brevets for speeial gallantry,
entered the Regular Army, bul resigned in
1874. when a Captain in the 31st U, S.
fie has been in the hotel business sinee,
and recentls kept the Richmond in Wash-
ington, D, C. - He has now charge of the
Hotel Hunterston, at Netherwood, N, J.,
# charming resort in the environs ol
Pliinfield.

Chaplain W. K. Albright, of Jobes Post,
157, Greenyille, O, has been unanimously
indorsed by his comrades for Department
Chaplain. Comrade Albright was a4 mem-
ber of the 758th and later the 110th Ohio,
and saw arduons service with these regi-
ments. He was one of seven  brothers
who served in the Union army.

Col. Jas. Killbourne, of Colu
looked upon as the likely nominee by the
Democrits Covernor Ohyo. He
served during the rebellion as a Captain
in the 95th Obhio, and is a lurge manu-
facturer.
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put up o purtier skirmish than this™ mae- ‘The i“‘-} By

mured Si, in aecents of pride, as he mised | o 10 ocnee 501 rame

We mastn't let ‘em have ity | his gun and fired at 3 series of flushes on the |
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us day, and we kin sez every move, while | sShoriy, 11 s, By John Mellls
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we'll be in the darl.”
s Good idoe, ! sald Si, hasteninzto find the
enginesT.
ile was none ton scon. As the f
rolled up, flooding its advanee with 1i
it brought a storm of hullets from the o

T

| side, bt revealod threee men ereeping toward

the otlher end of the bridge. Two were
carrying pine knots, and the thind, walking
Lebind, had a stick of blazing pine, which
he was trying to shield from olservation
with his huat.

“Take the front man, Farry. Take the
second one, Gild.  I'li take the man with the
light,” commanded Shorty.

Tha three rifles eracked in quie
gion, anid the three mei dropped.

“ Bully boys, "’ ¢jacalnted Shorty, as he re-
londed., **You'll do. The 200th Injianny’s
proud o’ you.”
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“1 hit my man in the leg,” said Turry, | ofier is accepted.

flushing with delight, as he bit off another |
cartridge. ““Jerusalem, I wish they’d send |
anothier one down.” |

£41 drawed on my man’s bundle o' wood," |
aaid Gid, *‘and then dropped u littde, so's to
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